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Revised National Curriculum
Expectations
New National Curriculum came into force from
September 2014.
Expectations are much higher.
Children at the end of Year 4 are now expected to
be working at a similar standard to the end of Year 5
under the previous curriculum.

Assessment
Levels will no longer be reported
There is no direct correlation between the old system of
levels and the new curriculum.
However in approximate terms children in Year 6 who
previously would be expected to be level 4b to be deemed
average/secure, will now be expected to perform at an
equivalent of an old level 5.

Expectations are higher in every year group.

Teacher Assessment
Children are assessed formally and
informally through the course of their
lessons and activities each day.

Assessment is used to inform the next
stage of learning.
This is called ‘Teacher Assessment’ and
tracks the attainment of each child
throughout the school year.

Test Assessment
From this school year, there are
new SATS tests for both Year 2 and
Year 6 which are significantly higher
in their expectation of the children.

We will be using rigorous end of
year testing in the non-SATS year
groups as well.

New Expectations
At the end of last school year we reported your child’s
attainment according to ‘Year group related
expectations’. Attainment in Reading, Writing and
Maths was indicated as shown:
YEAR GROUP EXPECTATIONS
Below:
Pre Emerging:
Emerging:
Expected:
Exceeding:

Working well below expectations for the year group.
Working below expectations for the year group.
Developing within the expectations for the year group.
Secure in the expectations for the year group.
Exceeding the expectations for the year group.

B - Working Below
Some children are not able to access the
curriculum for their year group in one or more
subjects.
This was reported as B – Working Below.
Class teachers will be able to inform you about the
curriculum expectations that your child is working
at and their next steps for learning.

E- Exceeding
One major change with the disappearance of levels
is that when challenging the more able learners,
there is an emphasis on breadth of learning and
deepening learning by using and applying their
knowledge and skills.
The expectation is that these children will develop a
deeper and fuller understanding of the curriculum at
their Year group related expectations.

This school year 2015 - 2016

NEW WHOLE SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
DATA TRACKING SYSTEM
• We have introduced a rigorous tracking system for
each year group called 21 STEPS.
• This is now being used in over 50 schools in Kent.
• It provides comprehensive details of what children
should be able to do in their year group.
• During Term 1 of this school year the Class
Teacher recorded the areas of learning that each
child in their class is able to do.
• Throughout this school year they will track every
child against the 21 STEPS and will know exactly
what your child needs to do next.

21 STEPS
• The aim of 21 STEPS is for children to move through 3
STEPS per year. These match the three terms of the
school year:
End of Autumn Term – Christmas
End of Spring Term – Easter
End of Summer Term – July and end of school year report

• It is important to note that due to the increase in
expectations, it may take some children until the end of
this school year to catch-up with the end of year ‘age
group expectations.’ Children have only had one school
year at the higher expectations.
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Example of 21 STEPS for the Year 3 Maths

November Parent’s Evening
• The Class Teacher will provide you with a report on
your child’s next steps for English and Maths. These
are based on judgements made against our new
assessment criteria 21 STEPS.
• We are not going to report STEPS at this meeting.
• At February’s Parent Meeting you will receive
information about the STEP that your child is on. This
will provide a greater level of information than a
system that tells you your child is ‘working below
expectations or developing within the expectations.’
• You will also know the STEP that your child is on when
you receive the end of year school report.

21 STEPS
• The 21 STEPS information will detail your child’s
attainment and learning journey throughout
their school life for:
Reading
Writing
Speaking & Listening
Maths
It will show what your child needs to do next to
progress in their learning and to ‘master’ their
year group curriculum.

Thank you for
listening

