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Year R — Information about reading

“Children receive books linked to the sounds that they are learning in class.

= Children also have a ‘purple’ reading scheme book (at this stage). The children
choose this book. This book is a first stage of MCPS scheme books.

= The ‘purple’ book is for reading key words/exposure to vocabulary and
discussion about story content/reading for pleasure - comprehension.

= The Phonics book is to help reinforce and read the letter sounds that your child
is learning in class during their phonic lessons. They ‘should’ be able to decode
all the words in this book.

= Other reading books — School library/Class library/Home books



Decodable books and scheme books:

" Books are changed 3 times a week.
Monday / Friday = Phonic book.
Wednesday = Scheme book.

= The phonic books will match the sounds that your child
has learnt in class.

= Scheme books (coloured bands) are to be shared and
discussed. These books contain words that children may
not initially be able to sound out independently but
exposes them to new vocabulary, character development
and a range of genres.



Year R — Information about reading

Harder to Read and Spell words:

These words are explicitly taught within the phonics lessons and the
expectation is that children can read and write them.

The class teacher letter at the very beginning of term outlines the sequence of
phonics teaching.

High Frequency words:

Children need to be able to read all the words fluently and write them
independently. Please inform a member of the EYFS team when your child is
able to do this and they will be assessed in class and given the next set of high
frequency words. There are 10 sets of high frequency words. YR = sets 1-5 as a
minimum.




What we are going to cover today?

* What is Phonics?

* What is Essential Letters and Sounds?

* How we teach phonics at Mereworth

* Getting children ready to read

* Supporting your child with reading at home
* Pronouncing pure sounds

* Using the letter formations and spelling sequence to support
writing at home



When children start school they will already recognise and
read symbols and words that are in their every day world.

BEXPRESS




How do we teach reading at Mereworth?

“Reading with adults in the classroom

="Reading around the classroom

*Phonics lessons




Reading at school

" Essential Letters and Sounds Phonics session daily (40 minute lesson)
= Learning to blend sounds into words.

= Learning harder to read and spell words as sight vocabulary.

= Reading with an adult one to one.

= Review lessons at the end of each week.



What is Phonics?

= A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce words by
learning to associate letters or letter groups with the sounds they
represent.

" There are 44 main sounds in the English Language.

" Each sound is represented by a grapheme (the written representation of
a sound).



A new vocabulary!

= Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word. For example, in
the word ‘cat’ there are three phonemes c/a/t.

= Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

= Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the word
'shop’.

= Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word
'night’.

= Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more
consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the word 'cake.



Essential
Letters and
Sounds
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What is ELS?

" Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen phonics programme

= Children will experience the joy of books and language whilst rapidly
acquiring the skills they need to become fluent independent readers and
writers.




How do we teach phonics?

= We use a simple, consistent approach to teaching phonics.
=Your child will learn mnemonics and rhymes to support learning and recall

= Your child will experience the same classroom routines within each
lesson which reduces cognitive load and maximises the chances of
success.

= All children are supported within the lesson to use their new phonic
knowledge independently.

" In every single ELS lesson, your child will make the direct application to
reading.



How do we teach phonics?

= Daily Phonics sessions - these start from the beginning of Reception and
take place every day.

= Phonics throughout the day to review new sounds and graphemes
taught.

= Lots of opportunities for oral blending e.g. c/oa/t

= Main focus is on word recognition. However, new vocabulary is also
given and explained in every lesson.

= Opportunities for writing - new grapheme, words and sentences.



How do we teach phonics?

e N
Teach

These objects all have the /ng/ sound in.

ng..ng .. ring
ng ..ng..wing
ng .. ng .. sing




How do we teach phonics?

Read the word. Click on the icon to reveal the picture. Read the word. Click on the icon to reveal the picture.

net net




How do we teach phonics?

Read the sentence. Click on the icon to reveal the picture.

Her friend said it
was sweater
weather.

O




ELS Progression:

Nursery/Pre-School
Seven aspects:
« Environmental sounds
« Instrumental sounds
« Body percussion
« Rhythm and rhyme
« Alliteration
 Voice sounds
« Oral blending

Reception Autumn 1

« Oral blending

« Sounding out and blending
with 23 new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences
(GPCs)

« 12 new harder to read and
spell (HRS) words

Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1
and Spring 2
« Oral blending
« Sounding out and blending
with 29 new GPCs
* 32 new HRS words
* Revision of Phase 2




Reception Summer 1

« Oral blending

* No new GPCs

* No new HRS words

» Word structures - cvcc,
CCVC, CCVCC, CCCVC, CCOVeC

« Suffixes

» Revision of Phase 2 and
Phase 3

Reception Summer 2
« Introduction to Phase 5 for
reading
» 20 new GPCs
* 16 new HRS words
Year 1 Autumn 1 and 2
+ Revision of previously
taught Phase 5 GPCs
» 2 new GPCs
* 9 new HRS words
Year 1 Spring 1 and 2
« Alternative spellings for
previously taught sounds
* 49 new GPCs
* 4 new HRS words
« Oral blending
* Revision of Phase 2, Phase
3 and Phase 4

Year 1 Summer, Year 2 and Key
Stage 2
« With ELS, phonics teaching
does not stop at the end
of Year 1, but continues as
children move through the
school, with links being
made between their GPC
knowledge and spelling
+ Revision of all previously
taught GPCs for reading and
spelling
* Wider reading, spelling and
writing curriculum




Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 1: Phase 2

f8f <5= i =12 fgfl =g~ T <ck= fof <55> hf <h=
faf =g= mf =n= fof =g fef «p= Assess and fof <=
Mt <t i <= fof <c» <K= fu =u> Teview week i <f= <ff>
fpl <p= fdf =d= il <r= R:1 flf =l= =11=
I, the, no put, of, is to, go, into pull as, s

Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 2: Phase 3*%

Iy <j= fyf =y= fshf <sh= fav <ai» —es (where Review week
NI <v= faf <7> <77~ fthf <th= fegl <pe> there is no R:-3
Wi <w> Tkwl =gu= [voiced and figh' <igh-= change to the
TKs/ <X~ fchi <che unvoiced) foal <Da~ root word)
mag/ <ng- Assess and
kS <nl= Teview week
R:2
he, she, buses we, me, be push was, her my, you




Reception/Primary 1 Spring 1: Phase 3-4

Review week farf «ar= fow/ <ow= furef <ure= Assess and Review week
H:4 furf <ur= fonf =oi= ferf <er= review week H:6
foal <00 fool =00 fear/ =ear= foal =0ow= R:5
(book) (food) fairf «air=
forf «or=
they, all, are ball, tall when, what

Reception/Primary 1 Spring 2: Phase 3-4

Review week Review week Review week Review week Assess and Eeview week
R-7 R:-8 R:9 R-10 TEViEW week R:12
R:11
said, so, have | were, out, ke | some, come, Iittle, one, do | children, love
there




Reception/Primary 1 Summer 1: Phase 4

Phase &:1 Phase 4:2 Phase 4:3 Phase &4:4 Assess and Phase &:5
CVCC CCVC CCVCC CCCVC review week CCCVCC
—ed fedf —ed ftf —ed fdf R:13 —er—est

Reception/Primary 1 Summer 2: Phase 5 introduction

fay <ay- fou <oy- il <wh= for/ <au- Assess and high/ <i—e-
fow/ <ou=- furf <ir= ffl <ph= feef <gy> review week foal <0—e-
figh/ <ie= f{yjoo/ <ue- f{y)oo/ <ew= fau/ <a—e= R:14 f{yjoo/ <u—e-=
feef <pg> forf aw= foal =oe= fegf <p—p= fsf <C»
—|e
oh, their people, Mr, your, ask, would, could, | house, mouse, want, very
Mrs should asked water




Supporting your child with reading at home

* Only 1in 3 children are read a bedtime story night

* Reading a bedtime story every night to your child improves their
outcomes

* If your child views themselves as a ‘good reader’ when they leave

Primary School they are more likely to earn a higher salary in their
40s.



Supporting your child with reading at home

* Children are only reading from books that are entirely decodable
* Your child should be able to read their book confidently
* We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after the sound)

* We want them to practise reading their book 4 times across the week working
on these skills:

decode
fluency

expression



Pronouncing pure sounds

= We must use_loure sounds when we are pronouncing the sounds and
supporting children in reading words.

cat not cuh a tuh

- Im/ve mispronounce these sounds we will make reading harder for our
children.

" There are videos for this on our school website where you can hear the correct
pronunciation of the sounds.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

Supporting your child with reading at home

1. Make time to read - even ten minutes a day makes a difference
2. Choose different types of books

3. Take turns to read

4. Talk about the book - asking your child questions

5. Pay attention to the language

6.Write a short positive sentence about your child’s reading in their
Reading Diary - Reading Record Book.

7. Enjoy reading



Supporting your child with writing at home
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= You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home to support
them with their writing.

= Let’s try this with the word: rain

* We also practise saying our sentences before we write them to make sure we
write the sentence we have planned and to ensure it makes sense!



Any questions?




