OPAL Risk Benefit Assessment

Activity: Small World

Benefits:
Cognitive Development:
e Problem-solving: Children can navigate and create stories within small world environments, which helps them develop their
problem-solving and critical thinking skills.
e Imagination & Creativity: Small world play encourages creativity by allowing children to imagine and build new scenarios, whether
based on reality or fantasy.
e Language Development: Engaging in role-play and storytelling during small world play helps children enhance their vocabulary,
communication skills, and narrative abilities.
Social & Emotional Development:
e Empathy & Perspective-taking: Playing with small figures, especially in social scenarios, allows children to experiment with different
roles, learning to understand the feelings and viewpoints of others.
e Self-regulation: Through interactive and cooperative play, children practice managing emotions and developing patience, turn-
taking, and sharing.
Motor Skills Development:
e Fine Motor Skills: Manipulating small objects and figures helps enhance hand-eye coordination and fine motor control as children
move, arrange, and position the pieces in their play.
e Sensory Development: Handling small items of various textures and sizes can contribute to sensory exploration and awareness.
Cultural and Historical Awareness:
e Understanding Diversity: By incorporating diverse characters and settings, children can gain an understanding of different cultures,
historical events, and societal roles.
e Real-World Learning: Small world play can serve as a learning tool for a variety of subjects (e.g., construction sites, farms, or space
exploration), bridging abstract concepts to tangible experiences.




Activity ideas:
1. Nature Exploration:
e Materials: Small animals (plastic or wooden), natural materials like rocks, sticks, leaves, sand, and grass.
e Setup: Create a forest or jungle setting using sticks for trees, leaves for bushes, and rocks for mountains. Add small animals (such as
jungle animals or woodland creatures) to complete the scene. Let children create stories about the animals in their natural habitat.
2. Under the Sea Adventure:
e Materials: Small sea creatures (fish, whales, crabs), blue cloth or paper, pebbles, shells, sand, toy boats.
e Setup: Use blue fabric or paper for the water, add some sand for beaches, shells for underwater features, and sea creatures. Children
can create underwater adventures with fish swimming and crabs scuttling along the beach.
3. Dinosaur World:
e Materials: Toy dinosaurs, sand, rocks, faux plants.
e Setup: Set up a prehistoric environment with a mix of sand and rocks. Add toy dinosaurs for a prehistoric world where children can
act out a day in the life of dinosaurs, such as a dino hunt or a volcanic eruption.
4. Space Exploration:
e Materials: Space-themed toys (astronauts, aliens, rockets), black cloth, glitter (for stars), moon rocks, and planets.
e Setup: Use black fabric for the backdrop to represent space, sprinkle some glitter for stars, and set up the planets with small balls or
stones. Children can explore space with astronauts and aliens, fly in rockets, or set up a moon base.
5. Construction Site:
e Materials: Toy trucks, small construction figures, sand, blocks, and small tools.
e Setup: Create a construction site with toy trucks, hard hats, and small building blocks. Children can pretend to build houses, roads, or
structures, moving dirt and materials with the trucks.
6. Fairy Tale Castle:
e Materials: Dolls, small wooden or cardboard castles, fairies, knights, dragons, treasure chests.
e Setup: Use a castle or fairy-tale setting for children to engage in stories of knights, dragons, and fairies. Add small figures like knights
in armor, dragons, and princesses to fuel imaginative storytelling.
7. Farm Life:
e Materials: Toy farm animals, barns, hay, grass, small fences, and farmers.
e Setup: Set up a farmyard with small wooden fences, barns, and various animals (cows, chickens, horses). Children can care for the
animals, plant crops, or harvest food from the fields.




8. Pirate Island:
e Materials: Toy pirates, treasure chests, small boats, sand, and seashells.
e Setup: Create a pirate island with sand and water features, and hide treasure chests around the scene. Children can pretend to
search for treasure, sail the seas, or plan pirate adventures.
9. Superhero City:
e Materials: Toy superheroes, small buildings, cars, action figures, and craft supplies for city structures.
e Setup: Build a city using blocks or cardboard and set up superhero figures to save the day. Children can create their own superhero
stories, saving the city from villains.
10. Arctic Adventure:
e Materials: Small polar animals (polar bears, penguins), white cotton (for snow), ice cube trays or clear plastic for icebergs.
e Setup: Create an icy landscape with cotton to represent snow and ice cubes for glaciers. Children can pretend to explore the arctic
with polar bears, penguins, and other animals.

Risks: Risk Management:
Choking Hazard: e Age-Appropriate Playsets: Ensure the small world play
e Small Parts: Many small world play sets include tiny pieces materials are suitable for the child’s developmental stage.
that pose a choking hazard to younger children. Always check the recommended age for each toy set.
e Recommendation: Ensure toys and figures are large enough e Safe Environment: Create a safe, clean, and spacious
for the age group and adhere to safety standards regarding environment for the play, minimizing clutter and tripping
choking hazards. For younger children, avoid small objects hazards.
that could be swallowed. e Regular Inspection of Materials: Periodically inspect small
Tripping or Falling Hazards: world play sets for wear and tear. Broken pieces or sharp
e Mess and Clutter: If small world play items are left out edges should be immediately discarded or repaired.
unsupervised, they may create tripping hazards for both e Model Positive Play: Guide children toward positive themes
children and adults. This can be particularly problematic in during small world play, promoting cooperation, problem-
areas with limited space. solving, and non-violent behaviour.
e Recommendation: Ensure that play areas are organised, and
encourage children to clean up after their play sessions. A
designated play space can help minimize risks of trips or falls.
Toxic Materials:




Non-Toy-Safe Materials: If small world play items are made
from low-quality or non-toxic materials, there’s a risk that
they may contain harmful substances.

Recommendation: Purchase small world play sets from
reputable brands that adhere to safety regulations and have
certifications for being free from harmful chemicals like BPA,
lead, and phthalates.

Supervision and Behavioural Concerns:

Misuse or Aggressive Play: In some cases, small world play
can result in overly aggressive or inappropriate behaviours if
children recreate violent or inappropriate scenarios.
Recommendation: Supervise play sessions to ensure children
are engaging with the materials in a safe, constructive way.
Encourage positive social interactions and guide children
when necessary.

Additional information to be considered:




