
OPAL Risk Benefit Assessment 

Activity: Tractor tyres 

Benefits: 
Physical Development 

• Supports climbing, stepping, jumping, and balancing skills  
• Develops coordination, core strength, and motor planning  

Social & Emotional Development 
• Encourages cooperation, negotiation, and shared play  
• Builds confidence through safe risk-taking  

Creative & Imaginative Play 
• Open-ended resource (e.g. obstacle courses, dens, “stepping stones,” vehicles)  
• Adaptable for different games and abilities  

Accessibility & Inclusion 
• Flat tyres provide lower-level access for less confident or younger children  
• Offers varied challenge levels within the same space 

 

Activity ideas: 
Physical Play Ideas 
Obstacle Course 

• Crawl through archways, step or jump across flat tyres, balance along a line  
• Add timers or team relays for extra challenge  

Stepping Stones 
• Use flat tyres as “safe zones” (lava game, river crossing)  
• Vary spacing for difficulty  

Climb & Traverse 
• Children climb over arch tyres and move along them without touching the ground  
• Good for coordination and confidence  

 



Jumping Challenges 
• Jump in/out of flat tyres (like agility ladders)  
• One-foot hops, two-foot jumps, or pattern sequences 

Imaginative Play 
Cars / Vehicles 

• Flat tyres - wheels, steering spots or seats  
• Archways - tunnels, garages or car washes  

Dens & Hideouts 
• Combine tyres with fabric, crates or planks to build shelters  

Adventure Story Play 
• Archways become caves, jungle tunnels or secret portals  
• Flat tyres become islands, stepping rocks or “safe bases”  

Shop or Café 
• Tyres used as tables, counters or seating 

Group & Social Games 
Follow the Leader 

• One child creates a movement pattern on the tyres  
• Others copy (jump, crawl, balance, spin, etc.)  

Team Relays 
• Teams race through tyre course carrying objects or completing tasks  

Treasure Hunt 
• Hide objects in/around tyres  
• Add clues or maps for problem-solving  

Skill-Based Activities 
Counting & Maths Games 

• Number the tyres  
• Jump to answers (e.g. “stand on 7”, “2 + 3 = ?”)  

Colour or Shape Sorting 
• Mark tyres with colours/shapes  
• Children move to the correct one when called  



Target Practice 
• Throw beanbags into flat tyres  
• Roll balls through archways  

Balance & Coordination 
Balance Challenge 

• Stand on the edge of flat tyres  
• Walk around the rim without stepping off  

Core Strength Play 
• Sit in tyre and rock side to side  
• Climb in and out repeatedly  

Calm and Low-Energy Use 
Seating Area 

• Tyres as informal seats for chatting or outdoor learning  
Reading Spot 

• Add cushions inside flat tyres for a cosy space  

 
Risks: 
1. Instability / Movement 

• Risk: Injury from tyre tipping or rolling  
• Hazard: Archway tyres not secured; flat tyres on uneven 

ground  
• Control: Anchor or partially bury arch tyres; place flat tyres 

on level surfaces; carry out regular stability checks  
2. Trips, Slips, and Falls 

• Risk: Minor to moderate injuries (cuts, bruises, sprains)  
• Hazard: Uneven surfaces, tyre edges, running or climbing  
• Control: Ensure appropriate spacing; install on impact-

absorbing surface; supervise active play; installed on grassed 
area of the school field 

 

Risk Management: 
Installation & Setup 

• Archway tyres must be securely anchored or partially buried 
to prevent tipping or rolling  

• Flat tyres should be placed on firm, level ground to ensure 
stability  

• Tyres should be spaced appropriately to reduce overcrowding 
and allow safe movement between them  

• Layout should avoid tight gaps or overlapping tyres that could 
cause entrapment  

• Equipment should be positioned away from hard surfaces, 
fences, or fixed hazards where possible  

 
 



3. Jumping Between Tyres 
• Risk: Falls or collisions due to misjudged jumps  
• Hazard: Tyres spaced too far apart or too close together  
• Control: Set age-appropriate spacing; reinforce safe play 

rules; monitor use  
4. Entrapment 

• Risk: Limbs or body becoming stuck  
• Hazard: Tight gaps, overlapping tyres, unstable positioning  
• Control: Avoid overlapping tyres; maintain clear openings; 

regularly check positioning  
5. Cuts and Abrasions 

• Risk: Injury from sharp or worn materials  
• Hazard: Cracked rubber, exposed wires in damaged tyres  
• Control: Use only intact tyres; inspect routinely; remove 

damaged items immediately  
6. Water Accumulation / Hygiene 

• Risk: Slips, contamination, or pest attraction  
• Hazard: Standing water or debris in flat tyres  
• Control: Drill drainage holes; clean and inspect regularly; 

position to avoid water pooling  
7. Unsafe Behaviour / Misuse 

• Risk: Injury to self or others  
• Hazard: Throwing tyres, overcrowding, rough play  
• Control: Set clear rules; ensure tyres are too heavy to lift; 

only tyres with a yellow line can be moved; provide 
supervision  

8. Collisions During Play 
• Risk: Bumps or more serious impact injuries  
• Hazard: High activity levels in confined space  

Surface & Environment 
• Install tyres on impact-absorbing surfaces such as grass, 

rubber mulch, or similar  
• Ensure adequate drainage by drilling holes in flat tyres to 

prevent standing water  
• Regularly check surrounding ground conditions (e.g. mud, ice, 

or uneven wear)  
Inspection & Maintenance 

• Carry out routine visual inspections (daily/weekly as 
appropriate)  

• Check for:  
o Cracks, splits, or degradation of rubber  
o Exposed wires or sharp edges  
o Movement or instability  

• Remove or replace any damaged tyres immediately  
• Keep tyres clean and free from excessive dirt, debris, or 

contaminants  
Safe Use & Supervision 

• Establish clear playground rules, including:  
o No pushing, overcrowding, or unsafe jumping  
o Safe climbing expectations (e.g. no standing or 

balancing on top unless supervised and appropriate)  
• Ensure appropriate staff supervision, particularly during busy 

playtimes  
• Adjust supervision levels depending on age group and activity  

Managing Height & Challenge 
• Ensure archway tyres are an appropriate height for the age 

group using them  
• Avoid stacking tyres unless specifically designed and risk 

assessed  



• Control: Maintain adequate spacing; manage numbers if 
needed; supervise busy periods 

9. Falling from Height (Archway Tyres) 
• Risk: Injury from falling off the top of archway tyres  
• Hazard: Children standing, climbing, or balancing on top of 

curved tyre surfaces  
• Control: Ensure tyres are a safe, low height appropriate to 

age group; install on impact-absorbing surface; provide 
supervision; set clear rules about safe climbing/standing 

 
 
 

• Monitor children standing or climbing on arch tyres to reduce 
risk of falls  

Water, Hygiene & Pest Control 
• Prevent water accumulation through drainage holes and 

positioning  
• Include tyres in regular cleaning schedules  
• Check for signs of pests or contamination  

Ongoing Review 
• Review risk assessment regularly or after any incident  
• Adjust layout or controls if patterns of unsafe use are 

observed  
• Involve staff feedback to improve safety and play value  

 
 


