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A few thoughts of reflection, adaptation, praise and inspiration...

Well, what can I say? Whilst writing 
this I am looking over our last FOMS 
newsletter, from January of this year. 
It seems a lifetime ago. We were 
reminiscing over a busy previous term, 
having organised numerous activities - 
film nights, pumpkin carving competition, 
Halloween disco, wreath making and 
the Christmas fair to name a few.

 

We were planning some exciting events 
such as the quiz and curry night, kid’s 
disco, mother and father’s day gifts, 
sports day and our popular egg tombola. 
Little did we know that Covid-19 was 
looming around the corner and was about 
to turn all of our worlds upside-down.

During these last few months, I have been 

listening to family, friends, colleagues 
and acquaintances and have been 
bowled over by their stories - some 
life-changing, some devastating, and 
many inspirational. The common theme 
that strikes me through all of them is 
adaptability, and even though we’ve 
been separated, a feeling of togetherness 
in a shared situation out of our control.

This leads me on to say that I think you 
all deserve praise for what you have 
achieved over the past few months. All 
of our situations are different, but each 
has its own challenges, whether home-
schooling, juggling work and childcare, 
caring for others or being a key worker 
on the front-line. Each of you should be 
proud of your achievements big or small.

A huge thank you must also go to Miss 
Lavelle and the staff and governors 
of the school, who have shown an 
amazing ability to adapt and react 
to the ever-changing government 
guidelines. All this and appearing 
on the One Show...very impressive!

And what about the fundraising shortfall 
lost by our cancelled events? How can we 
forget the brave and inspirational head 

shaves by our very own Nicola Gigney 
and Kayte Kershaw. Having raised an 
amazing £10,500 between them, what 
more can we say but a huge thank you 
and you both look amazing! This activity, 
along with the £750 raised by Cameron 
in Y5’s poetry event and £2,475 from the 
staff marathon has enabled us to pay 
for the new computers in the ICT suite 
which has already shown to have had a 
positive impact on the children’s learning.

A final note of thanks and praise must go 
to all the children who themselves had 
many challenges to face, what more so 
than returning to school after a whole 6 
months at home for many of them. They 
have been incredible and we hope they 
are all settling into their new routines well.

We would like to welcome all our new 
children and parents and in the theme 
of togetherness want you to know that 
FOMS is for all of us and we are here if you 
need any support. We have unfortunately 
not been able to meet you and host our 
usual welcome coffee and cake morning. 
However, please find us on Facebook or 
get in touch, we’d love to hear from you.
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Christmas fair grotto 2019

Pumpkin carving competition 2019

Poloshirts redesigned during homeschool

Nicola and Kayte’s buzzcut 



Starting christmas shopping? Stop right there...

Easyfundraising enables us to raise money for the school at zero extra cost to you. 
It’s a no brainer! So if you are purchasing anything especially christmas presents, 
PLEASE sign up first and then REMEMBER to open the link before shopping on line. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mereworthcps

What’s more you could win 10% of the money we make this year! The 
biggest spender receives a cash prize totalling 10% of the annual total raised. 
Our lucky winner will be notified next year. Don’t forget to ask family or 
grandparents to sign up, or anyone you know who is a big internet shopper!

Could you be our 2020/2021 cash prize winner? 

We are looking for a new FOMS chairperson... 
Could this be you?

We are sad to announce that our amazing chair, Nicola Gigney will 
be stepping down from the role at the next AGM on 14th October. 

Nicola has been instrumental in the shift to a more environmentally focussed FOMS 
group, where we have moved away from single-use plastics and introduced more 
sustainable resources into our activities. Her unwavering commitment to FOMS 
has ensured that we have raised over £32,000 for the school over the past few 
years with her at the helm. A dedication highlighted over lockdown when she had 
her lovely hair shaved off to help fill the gaps in our fundraising due to Covid-19. 
We thank Nicola for all her hard work and leadership. She assures us that she is 
still here to help and will provide whatever support the new chair will need. 

Does the idea of raising funds for your child’s school interest you? From 
experience we can tell you that it is great fun and very rewarding. Seeing the 
impact that you have made when the children are enjoying your event or 
benefiting from the equipment you have raised money for is definitely worth it. 
It is a quiet time in terms of fundraising at the moment as we are fairly restricted 
in what we can do, so it is the perfect time for someone new to learn the ropes. 

Whether you fancy giving it a go yourself or have a group of you that 
would like to form a team, we would love to hear from you. There is as 
much support available to you as you need. Please email Nicola if you 
are interested or would like to know more: nicolacornish1@hotmail.com.

Time for a clear out? 
Bag2school collection booked 
for 24th November

If you have been busy in lockdown sorting out 
your cupboards or you need a pre-christmas 
sort out, we’ll be doing another Bag2school 
collection so keep hold of your items for a 
while longer - we can raise funds from your 
junk! More details will be available shortly.

Could you be one of our £50 or £100 winners?

An annual subscription of £10 to our 100 club secures you one of our 100 
numbers for the year. Each term a number is picked at random and the winner 
will receive a cash prize of £50, which will go up to £100 in Term 2 at Christmas. 

To sign up for a number or two please email mereworth100club@gmail.com

Fingers crossed....IT COULD BE YOU!!!

Would you like to be kept 
in the loop with FOMS 
activities?
On Facebook, type in ‘Friends of 
Mereworth School’ and click 
‘join’. This is an easy way to get 
FOMS information. We also have a 
Messenger group for our regular 
and occassional helpers so let us 
know if you would like to be added.

Join us for our next AGM which 
will be held virtually on 
14 October at 7.30pm

Details coming soon


